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1 Ma. COOK E. 


W HEN virtue and talents unite on the ſtage, 


Precedence they claim in the poetic page, 
A gen'rous impatience inſpirits the muſe, | 
5 Their worth to impart, and joys to diffuſe, 
The fire of benevolence beams in her eye, 
Proclaiming to all, on my candour rely, 
For if that your merits be ſterling and real, 
Unhurt you will paſs, through the fiery ordeal, 


Tho legions of meteors ſhould fly all around you, | 
Their flames ſhall not n their * con- 


found you, 


Serene and ſecure, on their darts you may look, 


If clad in the unconſcious worth of a Cooke, 
Of Cooke whoſe deportment, ſpirit, and eaſe, 
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At errors that tacitly honour the beart, 
Will charity tho! as a Bacchant diſguis d. ; 
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While merits regarded, muſt eie pleaſe, 


For long had the muſes lamented their ſtate, 


Long ſigh'd for an actor whofe worth was innate, 


Who the ſecret poſſeſs'd of 1 improving their charms, 


Whoſe judgment informs and energy warms, 
Who gives to each feature the tint it requires, 
Who e even the boſom of apathy hres, 


Whoſe efforts are govern'd by genius and taſte, 


Who dignifie ſpeech with action that's chaſte, 


Le moraliſts 5 can juſtice eer ſtart) 


| 


Relinquiſh her glories or fail to be priz d,. 


F Will the heart cheering juice of the Leſbian vine, 


Extinguith the marks that proclaim her divine, 
Say will it not rather with ſpirit congenial, 
Induce her to pity the faults that are venial, 


And knowing the guilt we by nature inherit, 
Extend the effects of her liberal ſpirit, 
Awirtue there is dull, proud, and preciſe, 
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80 formal you'd ſwear, twas own > brother to "te, 3 
Inactive and ſtupid unleſs when reminded, N 

Exiſting by fear and by avarice blinded, 

Like the ſun in bad weather tis often obſcur d. 

Or emitting its rays may with eaſe be endur' d, 

With ſedulous care muſt he watch for admittance, 

Who hopes to partake of its ill beſtow'd pittance ; 

g Like a culp1it muſt anſwer each uſeleſs enquiry, 

And ſatisfy queſtions enough for the diary; 

To find out a flaw is its prudent endeavour, 

And for one impropriety damn him for ever, 

Not ſo honeſt Cooke who to prudence a ſtranger, 
Moſt wiſhes to ſerve where he ſees the moſt danger, 

Thole ſubtle diſtinctions to virtue unknown, 


That ſhakes the foundation of charity's throne, _ 


He leaves to the learn'd caſuiltical tribe, 
On their properties merits or ills to decide, 
While promp't to relieve or revenge the oppreſs d, ö 
He proves the real worth that inhabits his breaſt, 
| mot hey 9 have ſbar'd the reward of his merit, of 
2 "aw 
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Gan beſt tel the 5 virtues that govern 55 fpirt - 
| Nor yet dan the muſe her employment reſign, | 
| Or the tribute withdraw from humanity' 8 ſarine ; 


The ſigh ſympathetic. the heart melting tear, 


| 1 Vet vain is the ſong that attempts to impart 
l Thoſe tender ſenſations that honour the heart, 
The feelings of gratitude baffles the nine, 

| Their warmth to expreſs; or joys to define; 


The fentiment fervent; the with that's ſincere; _ 


Defies all the efforts of language or art, 


Their energy, tenderneſs, truth to impart 5 
Tis the conſtant employment of angels above; : 
And borne on the pinious of rapture and love „ 
Tis the grateful return to a glorious creator, 

For bleſſings confer'd on beautifi'd nature: 
"Tis heavens beſt incenſe, it's pureſt oblation, 

| The evenings retirement, and morns falutation « 
"When time in eternity's gulph ſhall be ſwallow'd, 
Through millions of ages it's bone ſhall be hallow d. | 
Mr. Ward. 
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Mr. W AR SD 
FROM the court of Melpomone ever Jebai'd, 
Behold your factotum reſpectable Ward; 
Kind fortune tho now and then guilty of teazing; | 


Has render'd him affable ſprightly and Þleafing, 

In the walks of light comedy few can excell him, 

But to undertake tragedy nought ſhould impel him; 

'Tis offending his friends to ſuppoſe em amuſed, _ 

With nature diſtorted or talents abuſed, . 

Still hold up the mirror to high mettled folly, 

But wake not the vigils of pale melancholy, 3 

And (bleſſed with eloquence fluent and rapid, 3 
Give Hamlet to Cooke, but perſonate Va apid, 

Inſpire with good humour the critical band, 
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And Reynoldst preſerve from the woesof the damn'd 
For reaſon it puzzles, and judgment ſurpriſes, 
That theſtage ſhould approve what the cloſet deſpiſes » 
That Rill it continues a teeming protection, 
To parts without ane, form, or connection; 
| Where | 
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＋ The Author of Ahe Pramatiſt. 


| 1 
5 Where nature geinſt improbability ſtumbles, 
by Where wonder meets wonder, and 2285 with plot 


Ag. 
jumbles : „ 


But thus we explain the problematical cute: 
| Tis the actor not author obtains the applauſe; "= 


| is counterfeit micth that gives reaſon the lie, 


| Tis laughter excited we cannot tell . 


So tranſient alas! are the extacies nit, - 


They bloom bud and die i in the courſe of A minute: 


Lo! the ſentence pronounc'd by ajury of critics, 


Tis a premature bantling entail'd with the rickets, 
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I The natural tailings this actor dle 
[ Are few, when compar'd with his num” rous merits, 
1 He knows, in deſpite of his diflanzat voice, | 
| | ; The road to the heart, and to make it rejoice ; 3 


In natures academy taught he has been, 


To beighten, improve, and embelliſh the ſcene, | 


To turn to advantage each mimic endeayour, 


And Amper his wit with the touch of a feather.) 


5 Mr. Ponell, 


. hs al A e 
| 33 T ” | 
And how 55 wil ripen, who carinot foreſee ; 7 


| Tho! the muſe would regret his departure with tears 


His fame will extend with his number of years; 
His wit that beguiles the dull moments of ſorrow, 


Will heighten, improve,and repleniſh each morrow. 
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Mr. CLE „ 5 


WHEN an actor appears in a character new, 

A certain proportion of credit is due; 
A weak recollection may cauſe an omiſſion, 
That will not appear in the next exhibition ; 
When reaſon, reflection and mem ry combin'd,' 
| Has grafted the character into the mind ; 
Thus Clegg his deteion i in Douglaſs 8 heir, 
By one repitition would doubtleſs repair, 

And prove that he could have exhibited better, 
| Had time on his memory mellow'd the letter ; 


Some traits indicated diſcernment and ſenſe, 


While others conſpir'd to give judgment offence ; = 
| E As 


[ 34 : 
As the former invites to inveſtigation, 
The latter prohibits recapitulation; : 
And all in confuſion from ſatire receding,. | 


Solicits her filence, compaſſion and feeling. 
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His vocal endowments without cultivation. 
Mut fail in the tribute of rich admiration ; 

Tho nature has kindly accompliſh'd her part, 

She mult to delight, be improved by art: | 
Her features it cleanſes from every thing dirty, 5; 


And turns the appearance of vice into virtue.. 
Ma. NIE T. 


YE children of ſorrow prohibit your tears,. 
For brimful of humour lee Riley appears, 

By the fates univerſal, deſign'd, and decreed, 

| To lighten the cares of the vapouriſh breed 1 
The ſpark to enkindle in Apathy's breaſt, 
And 1ender relief to the mind that's diſtreſs'd: 


Ere his tongue can diſcover what's paſſing within, 
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The audience is burſting with laughter and grin, 8 
His figure the oddeſt the world ever ſaw, 
Would baffle ee'n Bunbury's pencil to draw; 
Not the ſhape of a limb, or the turn of a Ss 2 
But what is a ſatire on truth and on nature; | 
Each looks ſo aſtoniſh'd, and ftrange at another, 
That all appear met, but to laugh at each other, 
And pleaſantly aſking, ** pray tell us my dear, | 


From whence have you come, or how came you here. 


The governing power of ſenſe, and reflection, 


His talent for ridicule keeps in ſubjection, 


Nor yet for the purpoſe of what is call'd funning, . 
Can he &er condeſcend to the practice of punning . 


A ſcience unworthy wits numerous ſchools, 


And exercis'd only by foplings 28d Fools : : 


The tawdry excrement warm from the brain, 
To all but the punſter communicates pain, 
And often poor reaſon it makes melancholy, 
To ſee how the witling delights in his folly, 
ns While ev'ry hearer with pity's oppreſs d, 
5 Himſelf 


1 


His unalloy'd wit or his humorous firain ? 


- Himſelf only laughs al the impotent jeſt 


„ Tho not 2 hide 8 


Some notice he claims as a dramatic writer; 
His efforts eluding the critical eye, 
Occaſions propriety often to ſigh; 
Diſdaining the cramps of a claſſical ſchool,. 

His Pegaſus ſoars without method or rule; = 
And quitting indignant the attical ſtory, 
Reſolves on attaining the ſummit of glory, 


On proving to Solomon” $ ſquare cops, and gowns, 


What uſeleſs diſtinctions are pronouns, and nouns, | 


That natural talents their wiſdom ſurpaſſes, 
Ard traverſes quicker the bill of parnaſſus ; 
Arrives in the regions of Shakſpear and Burney, 


Ere e dulneſs lets out on the j Journey. 
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I G6 the reflection, that tells me no more, 


His afting will add to the dran atic ſtore ; 


For where ſhall we meet with his likeneſs again, 


V 
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His talents, altho by an 5 Angel Aich. 


But ſerves to remind what the public has loſt, 


Mz. CON DON. 


SAY, who is that hero ſo lifeleſs and dead, 
?Tis Congdon, I know by the ſhake of his head; 


To the infinite pleaſyre of all the beholders : 
For urg'd by a ſtrong ſupernatural will, 

It conſtantly moves tho his body be {till ; 

And having within ſome pond'rous matter, 


Keeps equally ballanc'd, and icady the latter. 


In characters ſimple and unintereſting, 


He's ven! rally thought to exhibit the beſt | in; ; 


Could not have cltended beyond recitation ; ; 
or tis with fatigue, and evident toil, 


He gets into action or muſters a ſmile, 


This Gentieman now keeps the Angel Tavern, in Maacheſter. 


Like a mandarine idol, it nods on his ſhoulders,, _ 


Where even the Authors enlargd CEE” 5 
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So labour'd the fates, at the time of his birth, | 


To render his perſon repulſive to mirth. 


But bleſt with a vocal harmonious treaſure, 


Enabled he is, to communicate pleaſure ; 

His vo'ce, tho! a firſt rate it cannot be reckon d. 
Will certainly rank as an excellent ſecond ; 

Nor will it be ſaid by unprejudic'd reaſon, 

It has been eclipſed by any this ſeafon, 


Ms VA IL. O Is. 


COMPAR'D to Valois in a apes or tipple, 
id Had Veſtris been only an impotent cripple, 
Or could her agile, and Fairy like tread, - 
Prove Mercurys heels com pounded of lead, 
Yet cannot ſhe alter the work of the fates, : 


Or ſtem the averſion her perſon creates, 


To the temple of Fortune ſhe never can Jump, 

{For the noble dimenſions and weight of her R- p. 
Beſides, other cauſes too obvious to mention, 

Has laid an embargo upon her aſcenſion. = 
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Mr. F R A NCIS. 
EXPERIENCE teaches that profit and fame, 


Tho' common diſtinctions are realy the ſame, 


Connected more nearly than fifter and brother, 


By injuring one, you murder the other, 


E'nn Frandsthe pantomime motley hero, 


Is often ſeen waiting on profit and Co; 


And juſt as caprice or accident wavers, 
He ſhares of their frowns partakes of their favers; 


| Tho! ſeldom exciting profound admiration, 


His utmoſt endeavours deſerves approbation ; 
His action's diſtinguiſh'd by freedom and ſpirit, 
And his Bagatelle proves him poſfeſfed of merit. 
Surveying the green- room a number appears, 
Whoſe merited fate is expreſs'd in their fears, 
Of impotence conſcious diſmay ſeizes all, 

As each is expecting the critical call, 

The bluſh of Hygea forſakes the wan cheek, 
And tatling virginity ceaſes to ſpeak ; 


| That organ reſembling the clack of a mill, 
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fs inſtantly retider'd inactive and ill ; 
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Like Paftolus foaring through regions of airy 


Ambition's fucceeded by hopeleſs deſpair ; 


And fancied immortals ate brought to conteſs; 


Their merit conſiſts, in ſilence and dreſs, 


But till apprehenſion, and baniſh alarms, | 

For pity the muſe of her juflice dilarms ; - © + 
'Tis fortunate for you ſhe happens to know; 
You're imply obeying neceſfity's law, 

That juvenile follies your friends have offended; | 
Fruſtrated your proſpects and money expended, 
And rather than combat their mercileſs rage, | 
You boldly reſolve to encounter the ſtage; 

To mimic the tolly the world realizes, 

And __ the manners your judgment deſpiſes. 


| ERRATA, > 


Page, Line: 84, 1545 > | 
4 1 for.merits read merit'ss 
6 135 for beaurifi'd, read beatifi'd, 
12 for vapid, read Vapid. | 8 
| 8 3 for probleme tical, read problemieal. 
13 15 for precautions, read precaution's. 
13 6 for occaſion ed, read occaſion'd. 
26 - 18 For all admit there's an abſolute 3 read Al 


| nations admit theae's an abſ olute need. +4 
29 6 For brozn'd, 1ead bronz'd. | 
{ pH 6 For gratiutde read gratitulle 


